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WADHURST OPTICIANS & HEARING CENTRE

ANYTHING

FLEXIBLE, AFFORDABLE HOUSEHOLD & BUSINESS STORAGE

Your local optical & hearing specialist

Hear more clearly
with our earwax
removal service

Wadhurst Opticians & Hearing Centre
offer a complete Microsuction service
for the removal of earwax.

To book your appointment
please call: 01892 782674

Bestvalue household and
husiness storage in and
around Tunbridge Wells.
Immaculate, brand-new,
secure containersin a

range of sizes.
Accessyour unit 24 hours
aday, 7 days aweek.
Driveright up to your

container to unload.

Call our friendly team now for a quote:
Store Anything | Telephone: 01892 752818
www.storeanything.co.uk
Unit 1, Stubby Grove Works, Bells Yew Green Road, Frant, East Sussex TN3 98T

AT T 3.1}

NDAY TO SATUR

SCOUNT WITH ANY FRANT CHURCH CONCE

(®)  The Abergavenny Arms, Frant Rd, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN3 9DB T: 01892750 233 /750933 sherguwennyarmsiok (1@

Tanstormmg Ives throggh whole person care

Reablement stays - short term care in our nurse and therapy led unit
Assisted stays - respite care and short breaks with support

Guest stays - Enjoy our spiritual and wellbeing activities, grounds and Church
Physiotherapy, Hydrotherapy, Counselling and Complementary Therapies
Health and Wellbeing activities, courses, events and training

Tea Room, Book Shop, Gift Shop and Charity Shop

o Spiritual support, church services, quiet days and retreats

Burrswood

Health and Wellbeing

Burrswood, Groombridge
Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN3 9PY

Regwith the Care Quality Commission. Re g Charity Mo 1095940

Call our Reservations Team on 01892 865988 to find out more or see www.burrswood.org.uk

From the Church Wardens’

THE RAT RACE - what an awful expression, where
does it come from? Some members of the animal
kingdom e.g. ants, termites and bees cooperate with
each other and work as a team dividing the labour

in a social group with no competition. There are

also animals which don’t belong to social groups

and are so concerned about themselves that they’ll
attack their own species. The rat is prominent in

this category. So ‘Rat Race’is a term describing the
intense competitive struggle to keep one’s position
in work or in life. It can also be described as ‘the law
ofthe jungle’, or as Charles Darwin described it ‘the
survival of the fittest’. Both compare and equate

us with the less attractive attributes of the animal
kingdom. Sadly it remains true that all too often
hard work and endeavour is driven by the craving

to outshine or not to be outshone. Selfish ambition
results in the competitive behaviour which we

see notably in sports and games. The motto of the
ancient Olympic Games ‘value the game and not the
laurels’ (the prize), is rarely evident in any sporting
event, the motivation now appears to be somewhat
different. We also see these characteristics in politics,
business, even league tables in schools and in what

is supposed to be friendly rivalry. The desire to win
doesn’t always bring out the best - have you ever been
to a Quiz Night?! If unhealthy, ruthless ambition and
rivalry are bad, what about the ‘drop out’? We're not
talking about “The Good Life’ here, hard work and
self sufficiency, but the person who claims to despise

the Rat Race while he’s actually the one who can’t

be bothered; his attitude is one of complacency and
idleness, no cares, no responsibility, ‘let the state
keep me’. That way of'life is equally destructive and
meaningless. Having considered two extreme ways of
life, neither of which brings lasting fulfilment, what
ought we to be aiming for in our short lives on this
earth? The Bible actually provides sound advice. It
tells us that wealth is not our entitlement, it is God’s
gift. The hapless Old Testament character, Job,

says from experience “The Lord gives and the Lord
takes away”. If we suddenly had all of our material
possessions taken away, what kind of people would
we be? There are people like us today all over Europe
who, through no fault of their own are now refugees
with nothing. They probably had alife plan and
ambition which didn’t include relying on the charity
of others. Their plight demonstrates exactly what the
Bible teaches us, earthly possessions are transient,
temporary and fragile. Heavenly treasures which
can be invested in and stored on earth, and sent on
ahead, are moth proof, rust proof, burglar proof and
indestructible, they last for ever. The final word on
this from the wisdom of Solomon. “When God gives
any man wealth and possessions and enables him

to enjoy them, to accept his lot and be happy in his
work - this is a gift from God”. So a good new year’s
resolution for 2019 mightbe, let’s be grateful and
contented. A happy, blessed and peaceful New Year
from the wardens.
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Christmas Table Decoration
Workshop

On the first Monday in December,

The Stables were filled with seasonal
greenery, the sound of Christmas
music and the smell of mulled punch,
to welcome ladies for what has become
an annual Christmas Workshop. This
year, with the expert help and advice
from local florist, Helen Marshall,
table centrepieces were created.

Helen started off the Workshop with
ademonstration of how to construct
the framework, and then throughout
the morning provided suggestions and
help for building the display to personal
preferences.

Mid-morning a break was taken for
coffee and mince pies, and we heard
apersonal message from our guest
Janine Bending making us all think
about the real magic of Christmas,
where you don’t need to worry about
the “naughty and nice” list, to receive
the most precious gift of all which is
given freely to everyone. By mid-day we
were all agreed that we had managed
to produce some impressive creations.
The event, and the raffle, raised much
needed funds for the Women’s Refuge.
Thank you to everyone who helped,
participated and donated.

News From The Pews

On 11th November, as well as the

usual Services of Remembrance in our
churches, a short Act of Remembrance
was held at the Memorial Hall in which
members of the Church, the Parish
Council, the British Legion and the
children from Frant School took part.
The school choir sang the special hymn
“Hope for the world’s despair”. About
fifty people, including children attended
and afterwards we enjoyed tea, cake and

¢ achatinthehall.

L "n:“

é \

On Advent Sunday (2nd December),

i wejoined the Eridge congregation for
¢ their morning Advent Service. In the

afternoon, the Christmas tree was lit
up and the church was floodlit for the
Christingle Service which launched the
Christmas season in a blaze oflight.

On 9th December, as in previous years,
Kent Chorus gave a concert of Christmas
music in church. The church was full for a
wonderful evening of music and audience
participation. It also gave a welcome
boost of over £800 to our bank balance.

In November, almost 300 people
crammed into the church on the very sad
occasion of the funeral of Katie Sutton,
ayoung wife, mother and an active
member of the community. The service,
which was was led by James Packman,
was alovely reflection of the life and lively
character of this popular young lady.

Also in November, the ashes of Hans
van Screven were buried in St Alban’s
churchyard and in December, the ashes
of John Skinner were buried in his
parents’ grave in St Alban’s churchyard.

Finally, we must again express our
gratitude to all the clergy, including
our Archdeacon the Venerable Edward
Dowler, and the Lay Readers who have
continued to help us during the ongoing

i vacancy.

PARISH NEWS

St Alban’s, Frant & Holy Trinity, Eridge

Churchwardens
St Alban’s: Jane Emler—532233, Crawford Burden— 07789 170275
Holy Trinity: Jonathan Lynn—864304, Christopher Hall—750385

ST. ALBAN'S

HOLY TRINITY

FRANT . DGE
Services for

www.frantchurch.org January/February 2019 www.eridgechurch.org
9:30am Family Service.................coooiii 6thJanuary.......................... Morning Prayer 11:15am
9:30am  COMMUNION. ...ttt 13thJanuary ........................ Communion 11:15am
9:30am  COMIMUNION. .....o.vuiieiiiiiieieeaeen 20thJanuary........................ Communion 11:15am
9:30am  Morning Service...............oooeiiiiiiiiiii, 27thJanuary...................cooiiiiii Morning Prayer 11:15am
9:30am FamilyService....................co 3rdFebruary............................ Traditional Communion 8:00am

..................................................................................................................... Morning Prayer 11:15am
9.30am Morning Service..............cocoiiiiiiiiiiiiii 10thFebruary ........................... Morning Prayer 11:15am
9:30am  Morning Service...............oooiiiiiiiiii T7thFebruary.................................. Morning Prayer 11:15am
9:30am  COMMUNION. ......o.uvtiiiiiiiiiiiiieei e 24thFebruary......................... Communion 11:15am

Thereis a Sunday Club for 0-14 year olds at Frant when it isn't a family service—all welcome!

During the vacancy the order of services may be subject to change
Please check the church websites for up-to-date information

WORSHIP AT BELLS YEW GREEN

Sunday Services: 10.30am
Good Friday service at 10.30am; Bible Study & Prayer: Thursdays, 7.30pm
Enquiries: Ken Davies, 01732 357791
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Chris Murphy

— All aspects of interior woodwork
— Built-in & freestanding furniture
— Kitchen fitting & alterations

07769 790985

01892 750446
saxonburyfarm@gmail.com

Saxonbury Farm, Mark Cross, East Sussex TNG 3PA

JOHN A. CHAPMAN (WADHURST) LTD

Freight & Removals
U.K. & Europe
Direct loads to European Union

Storage available
Hill House Farm

Wadhurst
Contact John Chapman

01892 782547 or 783187 FAX 01892 784403
Mobile 07860 472172

Join the gardening team at Gardenproud.
Part or Full-time. Call Tim Sykes on 07725 173820

garien S0

www.reallygardenproud.com

GARDENERS WANTED

SAXONBURY TAXI SERVICE

Local company offering a friendly,
courteous and personal service
Reasonable rates ~ always on time
Special rates for long distance trips, airports,
courier service, school pick-ups
Please phone Guy Elton 07704 094350

Ian Dolwin
AIRPORT CAR SERVICES

07799604405 (01892) 731221

bookings@twacs.co.uk www.airport-car-services.co.uk

SUmmIva,

sunnivacarpedinelimited
The Great Hall, Mount Pleasant Road, Tunbridge Wells
Tel: 01892 549050 | Fax: 01892 516911
email: paul@sunniva.net | Web: www.sunniva.net
Suppliers of quality carpets and flooring for 23 years
and proud sponsors of:

Frant Cricket Club

Village cricket at its best.
To join or support us, call captain

Dave Pearson: 01892 750789 or Tom Rider: 01892 541427

HOOPERS

FLOORCOVERINGS

by sunniva

REEWORK

TUNBRIDGE WELLS

01892 750172
www.treework.co.uk

All aspects of tree surgery including
Felling, Pruning, Shaping,
Thinning, Planting
and Stump Removal
Council Approved Contractors
Free Site Surveys & Estimates

Fully Insured QO
VISA & TCIA

)

ST ALBAN’S STABLES

A modern hall with good facilities for instructional
classes, meetings and family gatherings of up to 60.

— Underfloor heating and projector available —
— Fully equipped kitchen with dishwasher —

Viewing and booking appointments through
Helen Carpenter 01892 750368
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Frant School News

Well, here we are a few days from
breaking up for Christmas. We have had
avery packed term here at school. Here
are some of our highlights.

Our school choir, run by Mrs Davey,
goes from strength to strength - at the
Frant Christmas Fair recently there were
about 20 children from our KS2 classes
singing for the village. I was very proud
to stand there and listen to them make
the Fair very festive. They have been
singing at various venues locally raising
money for charity and brightening up
people’s days.

On the sporting front, we have taken
partin many tournaments and events,
thanks to the commitment and support
of our PE teacher, Mrs Douch. The
children always represent the school
exceedingly well, taking part with
enthusiasm, showing good teamwork
and encouraging each other.

Our PTFA have supported the school
so well this term. We held a fantastic

alot of money for school. Thanks to the
PTFA we have a set of class ipads for

all children in across the school to use.
A donation was also given to school to
enable us to book a visiting pantomime
last week which the children thoroughly
enjoyed. Our annual Christmas disco
took place on Friday 14th December.

Thank you as always to our hard working
i hertime.
As I'write this, the children are getting

PTFA.

very excited about the KS1/Reception
Nativity play that will take place in

the church and the KS2 Carol Concert
that will take place next week. They are
always wonderful events.

We say goodbye to Mrs Snelling next
week and wish her well as she goes on
maternity leave - she is expecting twins
in the new year. Mrs Kellam, Teaching
Assistant, also leaves us next week.
Again, we wish her all the best.

It was with great sadness that Katie
Sutton, our school secretary, passed
away after a shortillness. Katie was an
extremely valued member of our school
community. She gave so much to school
life, both as school secretary but also
as avery active member of our PTFA.
Her smiling and ever positive outlook is
sorely missed around school.

If you have any questions about school
life please feel free to call us or pop in
for a visit. You are always welcome.

On behalf of the school I would like to

wish everyone a peaceful and happy
i Christmas with family and friends.

—Mrs Joanna Challis, Head of School

Frant Nursery School

We ended the year having lots of fun
celebrating Halloween by carving a
pumpkin and for Bonfire Night we

i made the Guy for the Primary School
i Fireworks display. The children

i decorated cakes in aid of Children in
i Need raising £30.

We've been busy getting ready for our

i Christmas Concertand Party and a very
i special visit from Father Christmas!

i The children all made cards and other

i Christmas crafts to take home to their

i families at the end of term.

We have lots of Fundraising events

planned for 2019 kicking off with our
i annual Quiz Night on 1st February,
i whichisalways a fun night!

We are looking forward to welcoming

our new starters in the New Year. Places
i are available for 2019 - for any enquiries
Bonfire Event in November, which raised
¢ contact Shelley Holdsworth on 01892
i 890961

or if you wish to view the Nursery please

Our Parish Nurse

Our Parish Nurse, Caroline Creedy
Smith, has stepped down from this role
and it is not intended to replace her.

We are very grateful for the work that
Caroline carried out in the Parish during

Caroline (pictured) was funded by
donation and there is a substantial
amount remaining in the fund. The PCC
proposes to transfer this money into the
fund to support our Youth and Children’s
Worker. We trust that this will be
acceptable to everyone who donated.

Frant Parish Friendship Group
i The subject of our October meeting

was ‘Saving Energy’. Justin Bailey from
Wealden gave a very interesting talk

on how with help from him members
could be making considerable monetary
savings on their energy bills. The service
he was offering consisted of a home visit

i an assessment of the customer’s needs
i and then finding the best market deal.
i Inthe present climate this was very

i welcome news.

For our November meeting our very

i own historian Pat Wright gave a talk

i with slides on various works of art and

i architecture through the centuries,

i particularly showing the amazing

i skills of the artisans who created them.

i Although many of these object were

i commissioned by the great and the
good it was the skill of the artist, mason,
i metalworker, carver etc that brought

i theseto life.

On 27th November members visited

i Burrswood at Groombridge where the

i head Physiotherapist gave a short talk on
i thebenefits of Hydrotherapy and how it

i keeps older people mobile. Burrswood

i isabeautiful place to visit and members

enjoyed a light lunch in the café and
browsed the shop for Christmas gifts.
Les Wilcox our local Chiropodist is
retiring and has asked us to pass on the
following message to all his clients:
“Changes to Foot Health Services in the

: BYG Village Hall.

Itis with deep regret to inform you that

I'am having to give up the service in the
village and retire due to family reasons.
I have found a new practitioner who has
kindly agreed to continue the service
called Kay Bowles 07792 641299.

Please accept my sincerest thanks for

i your kindness and support over the past
g | fewyears. Ithasbeen a great pleasure

working with you all. Kindest regards,
Les Wilcox MCFHP MAFHP

We will be starting the New Year with
our Young at Heart exercise classes
beginning on the 3rd January and our

i first meeting will be on January 24th

i at 2pm in the Stables when our speaker

i will be Terry Mucklestone. The February
¢ meeting will be on the 28th February

i when our speaker will be Mick Flynn and
i thesubjectKentish Seasonal Customs

i New members always welcome.

Happy New Year To One And AlL

Enquiries Gill Barnes 752232 Valerie
i Palmer 750559
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Parish Council News

There hasbeen arash of planning
applications recently for the Parish
Council to comment on. This is always
adifficult debate with the conflicts of
needing more houses but also trying

to preserve our villages and our AONB
(Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty)
status. In addition I think all of usin the
Parish would agree that the pressure on
our roads is becoming more stressful. Our
minor country roads were not designed
for the volume of traffic, especially vans,
which now use them. Of course it is so
convenient to buy things through the
internet which arrivein er... vans!

Tt is always good to have local
residents attend Parish Council
meetings to express views and their
concerns. The Parish Council can tell
when there is a potentially contentious
planning application as suddenly
lots more seats are required! The
discussions are always constructive
and positive and help considerably in
coming to an objective opinion.

We currently have vacancies for
Councillorsin Frant and Eridge Wards.
You may not be able to change the world

but atleast your voice has a better chance
i Christie who designs the magazine each
i time, turning a plain word document
¢ Isendtohim each time in to the well

of being heard and you can influence
local decisions and make a positive
impact on our community. I urge you to

give it a try, you've got nothing toloseand !
i through your door. Susan Piccioni works
¢ very hard each year to co-ordinate the

i advertising and Colin Webb, a Bells Yew

alotto gain, and the demands on your
time are not onerous. If you are not sure
but would like to know more speak to

Rosie (our ace Clerk) and/or better still

i attend a meeting. To give you a flavour

i of the sort of impact you can have on our
i Community, early next year the Parish

i Council will be discussing how to protect
i our Greens, enhancing and preserving

i them for future generations. When you

¢ think about it, what would our villages

i look like without them? My guess is

i acarpark! It is imperative that they

i remain valued and protected.

We wish you all a peaceful 20109.

i Parish News Contributions

¢ Thank you to all of our contributors

i over the past 12 months. We endeavour

i tovary the content as much as possible

i and so always welcome one-off articles

i aswellasregular updates from thelocal
i schools, societies and charities. Whilst

i some societies are just outside the Parish, i
i theirinformation is included as they are
i well supported by many residents and

i provide an important update as to what
i isgoingon.

Please do drop me aline if you have

i anything you wish to contribute or
i any comments/ suggestions for future
i editions. (carmel kinley@gmail.com)

A huge thanks must go to Jonathan

laid out finished edition that comes

— 8 —

i Green resident who runs LR Online

i Print Services, puts it all together and

i delivers the boxes of magazines to Frant
i for distribution.

Finally, the magazines wouldn’t be

¢ much good sitting in boxes so thank you
i againto all of those volunteers to put

¢ them through residents’ doors. Great

i team effort.

i Events at Burrswood

i » Yoga Day Retreats with Amy Dier
i Monday 7th January, 29th April, 20th
i May & 9th September. 10am - 3pm

i £60 per session includes tuition,

i refreshments and a delicious healthy

i lunch. All abilities welcome

i » Unleash your creativity!

¢ Join Nikki Szabo for these creative

i activities:

{ Wed 16th Jan 10am - 12pm £20: An

i experimental art workshop exploring

i creativity through play!

i Wed 16th Jan 2pm - 4pm £20: Make a

i variety of shaped paper beads

i Wed 30th Jan 10am - 12pm £20: Make
i your own collection of handmade cards
{ Wed 30th Jan 2pm - 4pm £20: Make

i your own beautiful gift tags

i » Charlie Bell - Creative Writing:

i CouldIbeawriter?

¢ Thursday 17th January 10.00am -

i 4.00pm. For people who are drawn to

i theidea of writing, but haven’t had much
i previous experience. £55 to include

tuition, refreshments, lunch and tea

» Charlie Bell Curiosities

Sunday afternoons from 1.30 - 4.00pm
on: 27th Jan, 24th Mar, 12th May, 16th
June, 29th Sep & 17th Nov. £15 per

i session toinclude refreshments. Join

Charlie Bell for some light-hearted

i discussion and creative writing about
i objects he will bring in from his cabinet
i of curiosities.

! »Icon Painting Taster Day

{ Wed 23rdJan10am - 4pm £30

A unique opportunity to paint an icon
i usingtraditional techniques

¢ » Find your voice

2pm - 4pm on Friday 4th , 11th, 18th,

i 25th January. A popular singing group

i for those living with long term conditions

Call Reservations on 01892 865988 to
i find out more. www.burrswood.org.uk
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'} | Eridge: The geology

The Arts Society,

Ashdown Forest

The following lectures will be taking
placein January and February at
Crowborough Community Centre, Pine
Grove, Crowborough:

» Frida Kahlo and Diego Rivera:
The Golden Age of Mexican Painting.
10th January at 2pm

Frida Kahlo and Diego Rivera have
iconic status in Mexico. Rivera’s intricate
visual narratives, rich with allegory and
symbolism, adorn the walls of public
buildings. Inspired by Aztec and Maya
imagery, and by early Italian fresco
painting, his vast murals combine
social criticism with faith in human

progress. Kahlo’s work is small in format.

Arguably Mexico’s most original painter,
she made herself'the principal theme of
her art, reflecting her experiences and
dreams. Both have recently featured
in major exhibitions and thislecture
surveys the work of both artists, their
turbulent marriage and Mexico’s history
after the 1910 Revolution. A colourful
afternoon awaits.

Refreshments afterwards. Members
free, Guests £6. Lecturer: Chloe Sayer

» Wallace Collection, the Frick
Collection and their Connection with
Knole. 14th February at 2pm

Living as close as we do to Knole, we
will be fascinated to hear about its’
connection with the Wallace (pictured
above) and Frick Collections. Brighten
awinter afternoon with a cuppa and

an interesting lecture. Members free,
Guests £6. Lecturer: Hilary Williams

i Holy Trinity Church in Eridge is a mere

¢ 100 metres above sea level, much lower

i thanits near neighbours in the High

i Weald. St Denys’s Church in Rotherfield

i 15150 metres above sealevel, and St

i Alban’s Church in Frant is higher still,

i atmore than 175 metres. All three

i however are well below the mark set by

i Chelmorton Church in Derbyshire which,
i at365 metres above sealevel, claims to be
i the highest parish church In England.

But theland on which Eridge,

i Rotherfield and Frant now stand has

i moved considerably in the vertical plane.
i Duringthe cretaceous period - the age

i ofthe dinosaurs, when the climate was

i warmer and sea levels were higher than

i today - the High Weald was alowland

i swamp, susceptible to regular flooding.

i Subsequently, during the tertiary period
¢ which followed the cretaceous, it was

i thrustupwards to a height of nearly

i 1000 metres - in present times, as high

i asanywhere in England. The formation

i created by this upward folding of the

i earth’s crustis known to geologists as the
i wealden anticline.

Natural denudation over many

i millions of years has reduced the crest of
i this anticline to the levels we see around
i ustoday, with high points of around 225

metres at Crowborough Beacon and in
i parts of the Ashdown Forest.

As aresult of this process of

i denudation, different strata have been

laid bare. The High Weald is now
composed of three main geological
elements: Wadhurst Clay, which on
the surface is characterised by pasture
and woodland; the Ashdown Beds,
characterised by the heathland of

the Ashdown Forest; and Tunbridge
Wells sand, where the best sandstone -
Ardingly stone - is quarried and from
which picturesque outcrops such as High
Rocks, Harrison’s Rocks and Eridge
Rocks were formed.

In Matthew’s Gospel the foolish man
built his house on sand, and when the
rains came and the floods, and the winds
blew and beat upon it, it fell. Holy Trinity
Church however was built on Tunbridge
Wells sandstone and was constructed
from it. It has withstood the elements for
more than 160 years and will surely do
so for many more centuries. Yet the land
on which it stands will continue to move,
albeit over millennia, as the process of
natural denudation further erodes the
landscape and threatens to return the
High Weald to lowland swamp - until a

i further changeleads to the formation of
¢ the nextanticline.
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Eridge Station

With an hourly service throughout the
day, Eridge station may appear to be
arare survivor of the Beeching cuts: a
quiet rural station especially popular
with London commuters. Yet if we look
around us on the platform we can see
that Eridge was once a far busier and
more important station.

The middle decades of the nineteenth
century were the great years of rail
expansion. The first line south of
London, opened in the mid-1840s,
connected London with Brighton and
the South Coast. Gradually the rail
network spread. When a new line was

i opened in 1868 connecting Brighton

¢ with Tunbridge Wells, Eridge was

i one of several new stations built along
i thesingle track. Why a station should
i have been built at Eridge is something
i ofamystery, since it served no local

¢ community. Could it have been built

i simply for the benefit of the Earl of

i Abergavenny, whose castle was some

i two miles distant?

By the end of the nineteenth century

i Eridge station had been enlarged,

i reflecting its importance as an

i intersection between different routes.
i Three extralines of track were laid,

¢ and two island platforms built. As

! wellas goods trains, more than 50

i passenger trains were handled every

i weekday. In the 1930s, at the peak of

i railway activity, a person could travel
i from Eridge by through train north

i to London as well as south to Lewes,

i Brighton and Eastbourne; also north
i eastto Tunbridge Wells, Maidstone

i and Chatham; and north west to East
i Grinstead, Redhill and Reading.

After the second World War, as car

i ownership expanded, the number of rail
i passengers started to fall away. By the

i early1960s it was clear that travel on

i some rail lines was in major decline and
i cuts were needed.

The line from Eridge to Hailsham

i was closed in 1965, and from Ashurst
i Junction to Three Bridges in 1967. On
i theselines, where once the whistles of
1 the old locomotives sounded, one now
i hears the occasional bicycle bell.

The link to Tunbridge Wells West,

i which closed in 1985, has since been

i partially re-opened by the Spa Valley

i Railway. The enthusiasts who run it

i have brilliantly restored their part

i ofthe station. How many of us have

i travelled between Eridge and Tunbridge
i Wells West, possibly stopping off at

i Groombridge or maybe High Rocks,

i ontrains pulled by a steam-powered

i locomotive? And, as we look at the

i glowing firebox of that locomotive, have
i we not felt a pang at the passing of the

i steam age?
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A Clean Sweep

ROSS ATABEY & SON
YOUR LOCAL CHIMNEY SWEEP

All sweeps include smoke test & certification

01435 812153 / 07941 315214 |

A member of the Association of Professional
Independent Chimney Sweeps
acleansweep009@gmail.com

Find us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/acleansweephoram

PETER JENNER

Jewellery maker o designer

43 The Pantiles, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN2 5TE 01892 521796

Specialist in Fine Hand Made Jewellery
Bespoke commissions, contemporary collections

Www.peterjenner.com

Good food & real ales | Large, child friendly enclosed garden.
36 High Street, Frant, Nr Tunbridge Wells TN3 9DU. Tel: 01892 750350

To advertise in the

Darish FNews

please call 01892 750285

07722 900 757
01892 519371

No Call-out Fees
Fully Insured

AD PLUMBING SERVICES

— Tunbridge Wells Local Plumber —

From dripping taps to blocked toilets to leaking hot water cylinders
to radiators that never warm up to problem bath/showers etc.
Free advice available.

For all your plumbing needs — no job too small!

Divorce Support
Emotional support throughout the
divorce process

Help with paperwork including Form E .
Divorce Recovery
Guiding you through the pain, isolation

and loneliness

Divorce Coaching
Building a new life and moving forward

Julie Wilson

www jwdivorcesupport.co.uk
julie@jwdivorcesupport.co.uk
07977 777306

Support for Men and Women

Vehicle air conditioning & computer diagnosis
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VEHICLE REPAIR SERVICES
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Forge Garage, Little Bayham, Lamberhurst, Kent TN3 8BB

Telephone: Lamberhurst (01892) 890201

Email: tob.office@btconnect.com
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YOU ENJOY =
Garden Design - Construction = = |

- Maintenance
Call Tim Sykes on

07725 173820

www.reallygardenproud.com




PARISH NEWS

Friends of Frant Green Spaces
Frant Parish Council is now progressing
work to establish methods of traffic
protection for Frant Green. The run of
wet weather this autumn has made this
more urgent than ever. We will keep you
posted with regard to progress. While
this specific work is outside of the remit
to Friends of Frant Green Spaces to carry
out, we are fully supportive of the urgent
work and seek to help where we are able.
The PC should soon have some options of
possible solutions for this work.

You will have noticed that the trees
opposite Frant Court have had work
done to them so that they are a far more
attractive addition to that area. We are
now having the understory scarified so
that it also will look better, discourage
rubbish collecting and encourage
heather rather than brambles.

For our next project we have spent
sometime sourcing local native species
heather. This is a difficult thing to find
because itisillegal to remove from the
wild. We have found some removed a
while back and not hybridised. Now
having found 36 plants, we are paying
to remove the remains of historic
planting around Victoria Well and to
make the soil suitable for heather. We
will then plant out the area. I know that
many people have put effort into doing
volunteer gardening around Victoria
Well over the years and obviously we
all have a debt of gratitude to them for
that work. The problem with this sort of
management is that it is so difficult to
maintain over time. Now we hope that

i the heather will naturalise around that

space so that it can be maintained as
part of the general green management
contract.

There is a space just to the side of
Shernfold entry that currently has 2
lime trees and a sycamore tree. The
understory has a preponderance of cow
parsley and nettles. Itis an area that
FOFGS has thought about improving
for nature and peoples enjoyment for
some time. Now we have taken a serious
look at the area and think that we could
plant out some native species shrubs
and small trees there to create a more
attractive environment for humans
and bees! So this is our next target and
we are planning to seek a grant for this
next year. We have also asked the Parish
Council if there is any other aspirational
environmental work that we can include
in our grant application. We seek to work
in agreement with the PC as trustees in
all our activities.

FOFGS held a successful quiz evening

in October. Thank you to all those who
shared the evening, which was superbly
overseen by our quizmaster Steve.
We raised £750 that is paying for the
Victoria Well planting improvements.
Because these evenings are so much fun
aswell as good for fund raising we are
thinking that we will hold another event
in spring. FOFGS see a central part of it
role as maintaining community as well
as ensuring the best future ecology for
Frant village.

At Frant Christmas Fair we raised

¢ £170 selling Frant mugs. These are now

available in the village store.

In 2019 on 15th June it is our big open

i gardens event. Those of you who took

i partlast time will know how much fun
itis, as well as how much hard work. I

i felt so proud of our beautiful village on

i thelast occasion notjust for its lovely

i gardens but also for the huge sense of

i community that was palpable on that

i day.Thopethatlots of you are thinking

i ofopening this year. Don’t worry if your
i garden is small or not super perfect.

¢ Visitors come to see normal gardens

i togetideasas well asloving the larger

i inspirational gardens. My personal

i experience was that visitors just liked to
i askabout one plant that was in flower

i oroneideain my garden. Ifyou are

i considering opening please let me know
i ASAP. The event depends on individuals
i like you willing to show your garden to

i others.

All the best for a wonderful 2019 from

Jan and FOFGS Committee

i Parish Past

i Frank Sivyer (1900 - 1979) wrote his

{ memoir virtually without punctuation.
¢ Thave supplied this but otherwise his

i words and spelling give a wonderful

i liveliness to a past age.

The greatest cause for poorness and

i slum like living was size of families. My
i earliest memories go back to the age

i ofabout three my father having died

i about that time. he was a widower with
i seven children and my mother produced
i eight more I being the youngest. His

i illness then became a real worry as she
i might have to quit the cottage (a two

¢ up and two down for all those people

i on Riverhall Hill). It looked like the

i workhouse for us, this I remember

i would come up twice more.

The sanitation was of the primitive,

P | outside shed with tin buckets, ours

i wasagem being a twin very up to date

¥ : for thattime as an earthenware pipe

i was fitted direct to alarge sump at the

i bottom of the garden, it meant carrying

i apail of water each time you went and

i emptying the sump yearly. But my word,

i what vegetables that garden produced!

i The traffic past was fairly continuous,

i apartfrom horse drawn veichels there

i were quite a few steam traction engines

i used mainly for threshing corn. These

i gotmany curses from horse drivers who

1 i had great difficulties getting horses past
¢ i them.Their were many tricycles riders,

i penny farthings, bicycles. These (penny
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farthings) were not easy to master, too
much weight on the forward wheel and
over the top you went the small wheel
coming over to klonk you on the head.
Much the same with the newer type with
tubular flat tyres, one front brake onto
the wheel, too sudden application and
over you went. Two horse drawn carriers
passed each day, they carried goods to
sell and all cottagers had a pole with the
letter or name of the carrier on it, if one
wanted his services you stuck it in the
hedge and he would call, nothing too
small, just a pound of butter or alonglist,
he would purchase and drop in on his
return journey for a few pence. The Royal
Mail was horse drawn with open top

to all weathers, he plied between three
villages we being about midway between.
We could almost tell the time by him at
night: nine o’clock indoors in winter one
would remark: there goes the mailman.
—Pat Wright.

A thank you from

Frant School PTFA

Frant School PTFA would like to thank
everyone for supporting the Bonfire

and Firework Night on November 3rd.
We had a brilliant turn out, helped by
the clear weather and raised just over
£3,300 for our school, which is fantastic!
The funds raised will go towards buying
equipment for the school to enhance the
children’s learning,.

Thank you to everyone that came along
to watch and buy from our stalls. It was
lovely to see such a big crowd of people
supporting this event who had come

© from not justthe village but from further

afield too.

Thank you also to local businesses that
help support the event including Fullers
for the wonderful BBQ meat and Marks
& Spencers.

Once again, we are extremely grateful
to alllocal residents in Frant for their
understanding of the disruption caused
by the additional number of cars and
people around the village on the evening.

Frant Garden Club

The 39th AGM of the Club took place

in November and marked the last time
members met in 2018. During the year
we enjoyed our annual lunch at The
George in Frant and had talks from Folly
Wildlife with a special guest hedgehog,
from Chris O’'Donoghue showing us how
he has painted pictures with plants in
the various, and varied, gardens he has
designed, and from Edward Flint who is
the creative Head Gardener at Tidebrook
Manor. We enjoyed half day visits to
Hole Park and the Walled Garden in
Hawkhurst and our full day outing

was to National Trust property Hinton
Ampner in Hampshire (pictured). It was
agood summer to be out and about and,
as always, there was much pleasure to be
had being in the company of friends who
share an interest and love of plants and
gardens.

2019 will start as always with our
lunch at The George, and then the first
meeting of the year at the Memorial Hall
will be on Wednesday, 13th March, (all

¢ meetings start at 7.30 p.m.) with a talk

 entitled “Tiptoe through the Tulips”

with Kathrine Lynn. In April (24th), by
popular demand, Steven Moore from
Rapkyns Nursery will return with a
selection of his fine plants for us to learn
about, and buy! With hopes that the
weather will be as good again in 2019,
we plan trips during the summer months
to Clinton Lodge Garden at Fletching,
Hever Castle and a full day outing to
Kew Gardens. Back indoors again in
October (16th) when Chris O’Donoghue
will return to tell us about the Potteries
of Rye, and we then come full circle
with our AGM and pre-Christmas get-
together on Wednesday, 20th November.
Please keep an eye on the Parish
News for updates about our programme
throughout 2019, and as always, new
members will be very welcome.
—Dianna Tennant

The “Parish News”is published by the Church

and distributed free by volunteers. The publisher
acknowledges the support of the Parish Council.
Any views expressed in this magazine are not
necessarily shared by the Publisher. The “Parish
News”reserves the right to edit submissions as it sees
fit. Publisher: Rev James Packman.

Editor: Carmel Kinley. Design: Jonathan Christie.
Advertising: Susan Picciont.

Printed locally by LR
Online Print Services
01892 752277
info@lr2k.co.uk
www.lr2k.co.uk
Printed on paper from
managed forests &
controlled sources.
Please recycle after use
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Parish Diary
January/February 2019

» January & February
Events at Burrswood
seepage 8

Regular Meetings

Little Fishes: Baby & Toddler Group
Every Tuesday 10—11.30am in The
Stables, Frant. A warm welcome to all.
Ignite (School Years 3-6)

meets each Thursday (term time only).
Encounter (School Years 7-13)

Contact Ed Pascoe for more information:

Sfrantyouth@gmail.com

Coffee Morning at The Stables, Frant
Every Wednesday, 10:30am—12noon.
Come for ahot drink, a cake and a chat.
Sunday Club Open to anyone aged 0-14,
and meets during the 9:30am Sunday
service at Frant (except for the 1st

Sunday of each month when the children

join in with our family service).

Useful contacts

Frant
Frant CofE Primary School
Joanna Challis: 75024:3
Frant Nursery School
Shelley Holdsworth: 890961
Frant Sunday Club
Ed Pascoe: frantyouth@gmail.com

Frant Bowls Club

David Oliver: 611994

Frant Cricket Club

David Pearson: 750789

Frant Garden Club

Dianna Tennant: 752029

Frant Panto & Drama Society

Alan Richardson: 01892 825378

St Alban’s Bell-Ringers

Mary Freestone: 750269

Frant Stables

Helen Carpenter: 750368

Frant Parish Friendship Group

Brian Gill: 750266

Frant Film

Colin Steadman:
colin.h.steadman@gmail.com

Frant PCCAdministrator

Rosie Karim: 752261

S Frant Open Spaces Group

Jan Steadman:
steadman. jan@gmail.com

Eridge
Eridge Garden Club
Gay Park: 861475

Eridge Village Hall Hire

Booking Secretary: 07470 448425

Eridge Choir

Michael Stevens: 852739

Bells Yew Green
Bells Yew Green Chapel
Ken Davies: 01732 357791

BYG Cricket Club

Andy Brooks: 07876 011782

: Short Mat Bowls Club

Pam Mepham: 891426
BYGVillage Hall Hire
Chris Bacon: crbacon79@gmail.com
Friends of Bells Yew Green
07944712000

Council contacts

Chairman

William Rutherford: 752254
Frant Ward

Johanna Howell: 750141
Debbie Park: 319906
Michael Rowland: 526746

i William Rutherford: 752254

i BYGWard

i Stuart Crookshank: 518631

i Andy Macdonald-Brown: 891273

¢ Sue Wallis: 750635

i Eridge Ward

i Michael Stevens: 852739

i Clerkto the Council

i Rosie Karim: 653357

i frantparishclerk@gmail.com

i orwww.frant.info

i County Councillor

i Bob Standley: 783579

i District Councillor

i Johanna Howell: 750141

i William Rutherford: 752254

i Parish Council meetings

i Full PC meetings are held at 7.30pm
i every 3rd Wednesday of the month.
i Planning meetings are held on the first
{ Monday of the month.

Police Contact Details:

To report a crime or incident dial 101
For other police enquiries contact the
Wealden unit on 01273 404938 or

i www.sussex.police.uk/wealden/

Parish Nurse:

Caroline Thompson; 07754 834804
carolineparishnurse@gmail.com

DON'T
ForoeT!

Parish News can be downloaded
from: www.frantchurch.org
or www.eridgechurch.org

i Advertising enquiries:
i 01892750285 or
i susan.piccioni@btinternet.com

Contributions for our nextissue
i shouldbe sent to the Editor:

i carmel kinley@gmail.com

i or01892 750217

i Deadline: 10th February 2019

ADVERTISEMENTS

NEW MEMORIALS

ADDITIONAL INSCRIPTIONS

RENOVATIONS & CLEANING
www.burslem.co.uk

Tel: 01892 750120 | enquiries@ burslem.co.uk
Visit our showroom at: Stubby Grove Works, Bells Yew Green Road,
Frant, East SussexTN3 8BT | Monday - Friday, 9.30am - 4.00pm
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the BESPOKE CARE company

providing care = enabling independence

Live-in Care

We are an independent, family run
agency specialising in live-in care in
Kent & Sussex.

Live-in care enables our clients to remain
in the security & comfort of their own
homes, with dedicated one-to-one care.

Tunbridge Wells - 01892 518400
www.bespokecarecompany.co.uk

THE ESTATE AGENT
for EVERY SEASON

¥
™

LdCﬂl KNOWLEDGE,
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
& TRUSTED ADVICE

VR - o

BOOK YOUR FREE MARKET APPRAISAL

SUSSEX OFFICE 0143 3999

.‘.a-ltlfj lambertandfester.co.uk

BLOOMFIELDS JOIN
LAMBERT & FOSTER
IN SUSSEX

*The &

Tul D182 831 600
fo@blocmleldshtd. couk
wowrw bloomfiekdsltd.co.uk

bloomfields

KIDSS PARTY ENTERTAINER
Contact: Yanina Ferrandi

WHATEVER THE
WEATHER, WE HAVE
THE EXPERIENCE AND
LOCAL KNOWLEDGE TO
TAKE YOU THROUGH
THE MOVING PROCESS

Lambert
& Foster

Talk to the Sussex Team to
find out how Bloomfigids
Chartered Town Planners

can help you...

PLANNING SERVICES
AYAILATLE FROM OuUR
SAESEN OFFICE

; g9

£ mnimamboub@gmaileem T 0TESBATERXY  F:Minimambo < Spor & Recraetion Kot

FRANT POST OFFICE & STORES

Your local ‘Megastore’ Friendly & Convenient

Post Office « Lottery * Groceries * News & Magazines
Fruit & Veg « Household « Off Licence & Tobacco
Sandwiches & Snacks « Craft Supplies * Dry Cleaning
Confectionery * Gifts & Greeting Cards

01892 750229

To advertise in the

Darish FNews

please call 01892 750285
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FULLERS

FULLER'S BUTCHERS

Broad Lleaf ground maintenance
covers a wide range of jobs

Fully insured, reliable,
friendly, honest service.

For a guotation
or free advice
please contact Martyn on

martynébroadieaf-gm.co.uk |
www.broadleaf-gm.cowk |

Paul Keineder
Property Maintenance & Renovation
Mobile: 07917 523979  Email: paulkeinederd7@yahoo.co.uk

Consultation * Estimates * Plastering * Painting
Decorating = Carpentry
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Pantiles Chambers
85 High Street
Tunbridge Wells
Kent TNT 1XP

T. 01892 752277
M: 07740 611702
E: info@lrZk.co.uk
W: www.lr2k.co.uk

n||r'r‘|e Print Services

Promote your business, society,
club or event with our one stop
Design and Print Service

Printing, In-house Graphic Design &
Phetography for your printed brochure,
news|etters, manuals & frade cards.

* Brachures » Booklets » Stafionery
* Posters = Point of sale = Post cards
* Printed boxes * Printed carrier bags

]

& Balanced"
= Accounting

Local Chartered Accountants and Registered Auditors,
our services for individuals and small/medium sized
businesses include: tax returns, accounts, VAT, payroll,
audit and other tax and accountancy services,

Based at Unit K, The Brewery, Bells Yew Green,
we're ideally situated for clients in Frant, Eridge,
Bells Yew Green and surrounding areas.

Please contact Hazel Wells, FCA for an informal chat
or to arrange a FREE initial meeting.

www. balancedaccounting.co.uk
0330 111 5010
contact@balancedaccounting.co.uk
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