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ADVERTISEMENTS

WADHURST OPTICIANS & HEARING CENTRE

Your local optical & hearing specialist

Hear more clearly
with our earwax
removal service

Wadhurst Opticians & Hearing Centre
offer a complete Microsuction service
for the removal of earwax.

To book your appointment
please call: 01892 782674
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R am peace of min mind
our premlum
home care. - >

Book a

Free Assessment \_\ 1
Today.

= Dementia care
ost-discharge

® Personal care

> From 30min to live-in

01892 336 842

AMORACARE.COUK

Skippers Hill Mano
Preparatory School

¢ Scholarships

ange © .
- \dren
ilable for chi
jval 3-8

01825 830 234

www.skippershill.com

ANYTHING

FLEXIBLE, AFFORDABLE HOUSEHOLD & BUSINESS STORAGE

Best value household and
business storage in and
around Tunbridge Wells.
Immaculate, brand-new,
secure containersin a
range of sizes.

Access your unit 24 hours
aday, 7 days aweek.

Drive right upto your
containerto unload.

Call our friendly team now for a quote:
Store Anything | Telephone: 01892 752818
www.storeanything.co.uk
Unit 1, Stubby Grove Works, Bells Yew Green Road, Frant, East Sussex TN3 9BT

Masson

Masson Joinery
Hand crafted kitchens,
cabinetry and joinery

01892 750 351
info@massonjoinery.co.uk
massonjoinery.co.uk

@massonjoinery
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From the Rectory

What are your hopes and dreams for 2024?
AsIwrote thislittle article and saved it to
the computer, for the first time I created the
“2024” file - it’s always a bit of a moment
when you write it for the first time — where
has the last year gone?

I have to confess that when it comes
to hopes for the future, I am a bit of
adreamer... I am always in danger
of dreaming of more than the reality
brings, but then the alternative is to set
low expectations, and that is just not
very exciting. I am definitely more of an
optimist...

Personally this year I have great hopes
for the garden. Lastyear the garden got a
bit lost in amongst having our fourth baby
Raphael in May. This year I have big plans!
The greenhouse will be full, the veg will be
thriving, and I finally want to try and use
the apples on the tree to make cider! Notto

mention the hens, I really want to get hens...

In our village this year, I am very much
hoping we can build a Preschool as part of
our Frant CE School. Atthe moment our
families are having to drive some distance
to preschools around about and there are
not enough places. We really hope that it

i will attract young families, that it will be

i good for the school to have a steady stream
i of children coming into reception class.

i Ultimately that it would be good for our

i children as they seamlessly transition from
¢ preschool into school to enable them to

i thrive in their education from a young age.

In our Churches in 2024, we are having

i aYear of Revival. Sometimes I think we

i over complicate the Christian life. Faith

¢ can become more about meetings and

i tasksrather than the simplicity of enjoying
i prayer and worship together as a church.

i InJanuarywe are having alittle Sunday

i Service Series looking at “Is God there?”

¢ “Does God Care?” “Can God help?” Spoiler
i alert... the answerisyes toall three... but

i let me encourage you if you haven’t had

i achance to think those things through

i recently to come along. They are some of the
i mostimportant questions we can ask and I
i hope it will be deeply encouraging for those
¢ who canjoin us. Starts Sunday January

i 14th, Eridge 9:15, Frant 10:30.

So whatever the year has in store for us in

i ourvillages, I pray for God’s blessing on us as
i we build community together.
! —RevBrendan
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News from the Pews
It was great to see people turn out for
our Walking Nativity and Christingle
service, in spite of the rain. Well done to
all the children who took part, you were
awesome!

At Encounter we had our annual
ice-skating trip in Tunbridge Wells and
gathered with other youth groups in the

area for the UNITE Christmas Party run

by Youth for Christ in Tunbridge Wells.

We finished Sunday Club off for the
year by looking at how Jesus Christ is
King, and what that means for us.

In Lego Bible Club, we finished our
series of looking at those from the Bible
who reflect Jesus by making some
amazing Lego creations!

Looking forward to the new year... If
you have children in school years 4-6,
look out for our Archery after school
club.

Our Encounter youth group, every
Friday in term time will be back in
January, so anyone from school years
6-13 sign up for games, good food,
quizzes, Bible discussions, outings, and
more. Contact info below.

Sunday Club, during the morning
service, is for any child to come and hear
God’s word, play games, make craft, sing
songs and more.

Little Fishes, every Tuesday morning,
is back in January for good coffee and
chat for the adults, and toys, crafts,
snacks, Bible story and singing for the
children.

Contact me or look at our website for

more information. Ed Pascoe, Youth

i and Families Minister, Frant Church.
i frantyouth@gmail.com; frantchurch.
i org

A wonderful evening was enjoyed by

i 30ladies at The Stables in Frant on 2

¢ December. The room was decorated

i with beautiful foliage and fairy lights

i and attendees were welcomed with

i aglass of mulled wine and a mince

i pie! Needless to say there was plenty

i offriendly chatter whilst the ladies

i decorated their gift boxes the contents of
¢ which made for a real pamper hamper to
i giveasa Christmas present.

Ahuge thank you to Julie Pascoe

i for organising this successful event.
i Thanks also to the guest speaker,

Suzanne, who gave a thought provoking
talk for us to reflect on in the lead up to

i Christmas.

» Frant Christmas Fair

Another successful Christmas Fair was
held outside The George on 2 December.
It was a freezing cold afternoon but

that did not deter the stallholders and
customers! Thank you to Dom and his
team for once again organising this
event and to Michael Freestone for these
excellent pictures!
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St Alban’s, Frant & Holy Trinity, Eridge

The Reverend Brendan Marti

Rector
n — 01892 752003; rectoryfrant@gmail.com

\LBAN'S

FRAN

HOLY TRINITY

ERIDGE

www.frantchurch.org Services for www.eridgechurch.org
Churchwarden ................................ Churchwardens
Juliet Nightingale— 01580 200403 Jonathan Lynn—07788 597051
Kyle Laidler—07775 855866 January / February 2024 Stephen Barnes—861302
10.30am FrantasOne(AllAge)..............coooviiiiininn. 7thJanuary.....................o. Communion Service 9:15am
10:30am Morning Worship...................oooo M4thJanuary........................... Morning Prayer 9:15am
........................................................... IsGodThere?........................ccoiiiiiiiiiii,
10:30am Morning Worship...................ooc 21stJanuary....................o Communion Service 9:15am
.......................................................... DoesGodCare?........................ccooiiiiii
10:30am Morning Worship...................coco, 28thJanuary................................. Communion Service 9:15am
........................................................... CanGodhelp?...............................ciii
10.30am FrantasOne(AllAge)..............coooviiiin. 4thFebruary................................. Communion Service 9:15am
10:30am Communion Service...............oooeeuiiinennn. 1ithFebruary............................o Morning Prayer 9:15am
10:00am Ash Wednesday Communion...................... T4thFebruary.....................
10.30am MorningWorship......................c.c. 18thFebruary................................. Communion Service 9:15am
10.30am Morning Worship.....................co. 25thFebruary ................................. CommunionService 9:15am

WORSHIP A

T BELLS YEW GREEN

Sunday Services: 10.30am & 3.00pm / Bible Study & Prayer: Thursdays, 7.00pm / Enquiries: Peter Arrowsmith, 01892 610309
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Chris Murphy

— All aspects of interior woodwork
— Built-in & freestanding furniture
— Kitchen fitting & alterations

07769 790985

01892 750446
chris.saxonbury@gmail.com

Saxonbury Farm, Mark Cross, East Sussex TNG 3PA

THE PIANO SHOP

T

KENT
Nevill Estate Yard, Eridge, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN3 9JR
Tel. 01892 543233

www.thepianoshopkent.co.uk

PETER JENNER

Jewellery maker » designer

43 The Pantiles, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN2 5TE 01892 521796

Specialist in Fine Hand Made Jewellery
Bespoke commissions, contemporary collections

WWww.peterjenner.com

THE
‘== GEORGE
INN

AT FRANT

Good food & real ales | Large, child friendly enclosed garden.
36 High Street, Frant, Nr Tunbridge Wells TN3 9DU. Tel: 01892 750350

Ian Dolwin
AIRPORT CAR SERVICES

i)

07799604405 (01892) 731221

bookings@twacs.co.uk www.airport-car-services.co.uk

®

£

= ®
]

o
=
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Vehicle air conditioning & computer diagnosis

. VEHICLE REPAIR SERVICE

FORGE GARAGE, LITTLE BAYHAM,
LAMBERHURST, KENT TN3 8BB

TELEPHONE: 01892 890201
EMAIL: OFFICE@FORGEGARAGEKENT.CO.UK

REEWORK

TUNBRIDGE WELLS

01892 750172

www.treework.co.uk

All aspects of tree surgery including
Felling, Pruning, Shaping,
Thinning, Planting
and Stump Removal
Council Approved Contractors
Free Site Surveys & Estimates

Fully Insured

VISA &

ST ALBAN’S STABLES

A modern hall with good facilities for instructional
classes, meetings and family gatherings of up to 60.
Underfloor heating and projector available.
Fully equipped kitchen with dishwasher

Viewing and booking appointments

Julie Pascoe: 07850 091428; juliedanielle@hotmail.co.uk
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Frant bowls club

» Areview 0f2023

Frant Bowls Club had a very good year.
For a smalllocal club with just over 30
members we played 37 matches. Against
stiff competition and with some clubs
fielding County players in their team,
we won 17 matches and lost only 10. The
remaining 10 fixtures were cancelled
because of flooded greens or it was too
hot and on some occasions clubs were
unable to raise a team.

Our matches take place in both Sussex
and Kent. The best Home result we
achieved was against Buxted but the
worst was our Away fixture against
Crowborough Wolfe. In most of our
matches there was some very skilful
play. The game is quite cerebral and
strategic, focusing on the strengths
and weaknesses of the opposition, the
vagaries of the green and naturally the
weather.

Aswell as club matches we have our
own competitions which test individual
skills. During 2023 we played a Two
Wood match, which can be quite
challenging, a Drawn Pairs match, the
President’s Cup which is the Captain’s
team versus the President’s team and
The Open which is a singles knockout
match and is the most prestigious
cup to win. These matches are played
throughout the season with the Finals
played in August.

Following the Finals Day we had an
Awards Dinner at the Crowborough Golf
Club in November. As usual this annual

event was well attended and it concluded
i Club starts in April. Interested? Come

with the award of the cups and trophies.
The photo shows the winners of the
various competitions some of whom you
may recognise.

The winner of the Two Wood

: competition was Brian Cook, the

Drawn Pairs competition was won by

i Peter McDonald and Jeff Holloway,
i the President’s Cup was won by Colin
i Skinner and The Open was won by

Audrey Hall. There were two other

i competitions namely the Tuesday Cup
i and the Captain’s Cup. These were won
¢ by Michael Freestone and Chris Hall

respectively.
In 2024 we will be considering

i some improvements to our green such
i asnew ditch linings which prevent
i damage to bowls if they leave to the

green at either the sides or the ends.
Although improvements to our green

! areimportant, the maintenance of the
i green, the surrounds and the club house

is equally vital. This is a continuous
process throughout the year and

i depends on the support and effort of the
i membership.

The game of bowls is a fascinating
sport. The bowls come in varying

i weights and sizes. Each player considers
¢ whether to deliver the bowl forehand or

backhand, the finishing position of the
bowl - be itlong or short and how much

i weight to put into delivering the bowl.
i And avoid the bowl leaving the green.

The delivery of the bowl can even depend
on several factors which can affect the
green. Isit damp, are there hollows, is

i thegrasslong orshort? The length of the
i grass can be perhaps be 5mm to 8mm

in height. These are factors which can
affect to bowl and whether or not it will

i reachitstarget.

The 2024 bowls season at Frant Bowls

along to the green by the Memorial

i Hallat4.30pm or thereabouts on a
i Tuesday afternoon and you'll find a
¢ warm welcome, maybe a drink from the

-7 —

! barand a friendly introduction to the

captivating game of bowls.

i —Michael Freestone

Frant Music

We are thrilled to announce that world

i class classical music will be returning
¢ very soon again to Frant church.
i Internationally acclaimed classical

pianist Yevgeny Sudbin has agreed to
return to Frant Church on Friday 19

i January 2024. Hailed as ‘one of the
i greatest pianists of the 21st Century’ by
i The Telegraph, Yevgeny will provide an

enthralling programme ranging from
Haydn through to Scriabin. Yevgeny has

visited Frant before some years ago and
: many of us still remember being totally

spellbound by his mastery.
Tickets are £20 and can be purchased

i atBrittens Music Shop in Tunbridge
i Wells, Frant Stores, or online at

frantchurch.org
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Frant Parish Council
The Parish Council commissioned a
survey of the Albert Well on the A267 as
you leave Frant heading North. Itisina
poor state and estimated repairs run to
over £14,000 so we thought we would
first try and find out its history and
archaeological status.

The following will be of interest.

The proposal for the well was made
in June 1862 by the Rector of Frant
following the death of Prince Albert.
By 1864 funds were obtained and
the original site was to be on Frant
Green. However, a local resident Mr
P Ashburnham objected to this site
threateninglegal proceedings!! Lord
Abergavenny stepped in and offered the
current site . I quote the Public notice.

‘A most convenient spot has been

granted, contiguous to the turnpike road
and a well has been sunk which furnishes

an abundant supply of soft spring
water. The well has been by a temporary
apparatus rendered accessible to the
public. The expenses of the whole

undertaking, including the sinking of the :
i continues to make improvements, for
i example, new exterior doors have been

well, engine pump, raising the adjacent
ground to level with the turnpike road

and enclosing it with a stone wall amount
i Nextup is renovation of the loos and

i entrance hall, with the work currently

i inthe planning stage. We are looking for
i acarpenter and plasterer and probably

i aplumber, too. Could you recommend

i anyone, please? (See my number

below). If anyone would be interested in
i sponsoring part of the work, we would

i be more than delighted. We were so

i grateful for community support for the

i kitchen.

to the estimated value of £130.

In the 1890’s the residents of Frant
wrote to the Parish Council asking to re-
open an abandoned well on Frant Green
because of ‘the inconvenience caused
by our distance from the well and the
deficient supply from that well in times
of drought’. Thus the Victoria well was
soon built.

in 1901 Lord Abergavenny passed
responsibility for the maintenance and
care of the Albert Well to the Parish
Council where it has remained ever
since! It is a Grade 2 listed building of
‘moderate’ archaeological value but we
will carry on our responsibilities handed
tousin 1901! The full report will be on
our web site.

On a similar but more recent historical
note the Parish Council has refurbished
the two BT (GPO!) telephone boxes
in Frant and Bells Yew Green using
the original GPO red paint (Great job
Niall!). Our intention is that they should
remain available for use by the residents
of the Parish. Some suggestions already
put forward are a secondhand book
exchange and/or a plant exchange. Any
other ideas, via Rosie our Clerk please,
would be most welcome.

—Cllr Stuart Crookshank

Friends of Bells Yew Green

The BYG Village Hall Committee

fitted, to add to the list of upgrade work.

Our hall remains popular for regular

i bookings of children’s parties, BYG

i Big Band, dance classes, Kung Fu and
i Breathwork, to name a few. Additionally, i
i we've had community parties/charity
fundraisers (no charge), hosted by local
i group, The Fireflies, as well as weekly

i community gatherings and so on. :
i However, there’s always room for further i
i classes, gatherings and activities in our
i community hub - why not check out

¢ ourtimetable at www.bellsyewgreen.

i orgto choose aslot that suits you and

i then contact our Bookings Manager,
Anna, (details on our website) to make a
i booking?

In addition, we're currently

endeavouring to install internet
i (finally!). We discovered that the village
i hall has never been listed on Royal Mail

— 8 —

records, for some unknown reason.
i Well, it’s only been there seventy odd
i years!

Meantime, in the village, Frant

i Parish Council has been sprucing up

i ourtelephone box - have you noticed?!

i OnceKkitted out it will be used as a book
i exchange and maybe a plant exchange

¢ from late spring - very exciting! If you

i have any suggestions do let them know.
—Sue Wallis

i Parish past

i Frank Sivyer (1900-1979) left a
wonderful memoir giving a cottager’s

i eyeview of Frant life more than a 100

i years ago. Handwritten in 4 exercise

i books in one paragraph with unique

i spelling, I have quoted from it before but

it’s well worth revisiting - punctuated

i but keeping his unique voice.

“The greatest cause of slum-like living

was the size of families (7 children in
i their two-bed cottage on Riverhall

Hill) ... the main hot meal was a stew

i with 3 pennyworth of bones, perhaps a

i sheep’shead for 6d cooked over the open
i fireplace with our vegetables, large chain
i with hooks hanging from the chimney ...
i my father’s illness became a real worry

i we would have to quit the house (it went
i with his job as gardener for 12 shillings

i aweek) Itlooked like the workhouse for
us, but no ... the sanitation was outside

i shed with tin buckets, ours a Gem being
i twin and a pipe carried waste to a sump

PARISH NEWS

at the bottom of the garden, we emptied
it once a year, my word, what vegetables
that produced!

The traffic past was pretty continuous
...dog carts, wagons, rich turnouts of
carriages, penny farthings, bicycles.
These were not easy to master, too much
weight on the pedal and over you went
with a clonk on your head. All cottagers
had a pole with the letter of name of the
carrier on it, if one wanted his services
you stuck it in the hedge and he would

call, nothing was too small, one pound of
i auctions.

butter or along list, he would purchase
and drop it in on his return journey for
afew pence. The Royal mail was a horse
drawn veichel (vehicle) the driver with a

seat on top all weather ... he came pastus
i cake, teaand chat after the speaker!.

at night, nine o’ clock indoors in Winter
one would remark There goes the
mailman. His horse we knew the longest

called Darkie, would take letters from us
i 750559 valeriepalmer@uwclub.net

to the post, making his return journey in
the early hours of the morning.”
—Pat Wright

Frant Parish Frindship Group
A Very Happy and Peaceful New Year to
one and all.

The last few months of 2023 were a
busy time for the Group. Our October
speaker was Clive Nuttman and the
topic ‘The Real Brexit’ our geological
break from the continent. Clive is
abiologist currently working as a
freelance environmental educator and
he gave us a fascinating picture of how
the unique chalk grasslands of the South
East were formed over millennia and the
vast array of flora and fauna it supports.
All of which is under threat from over
development and climate change.

In November our Chairman, Brian
Gill, welcomed members to our fifth
Annual General Meeting and reported
on avery successful and entertaining

year. Although on a sombre note we took
¢ into Surrey. Athelwalh was baptised

i with Wulfhere as his god-father. This

i wasnot just a spiritual relationship - it

i subtly underlined Mercia’s dominance

i over Sussex. Then in the 680s Wilfrid, a
¢ bishop in Northumbria, was exiled and
i took refuge in Mercia then Sussex. He i
i preached energetically and the people of :
i Sussex were converted and baptised. :

amoment to remember the members
who have sadly passed away this year
namely Betty Parry, John Gibbons,
Nick Jones and Audrey Jessup. We also
remembered those members who have
had to go into full time care.

Business being completed as this was
amorning meeting, we finished with a
Fish and Chip lunch and quiz.

To round off the year we were looking
forward to our Christmas Tea on 10th

December and hoping for better weather
i Saxon kingdoms. Kent had two dioceses
i which is unusual. It was because there

than last year when we were snowed in.
We start 2024 with our exercise

! classes these are normally on the Ist and
i 3rd Thursday of the month at 2.30 pm

i in The Stables. However the first class of
i theyear will be on the third Thursday of
i January the 18th.

The first meeting of the year will be

i January 25th 2.30pm in The Stables

i when the speaker will be Patrick Phillips
i aretired driving instructor and his

i subject ‘Driving Dilemmas in Later

i Years’! In February (22nd) we have

i Janie Ramsey and her subject ‘Without

Reserve’ anecdotes from the world of

If you are new to the village and are 55

i oroverdojoin us as a guest at one of our
i meetings and see whether you would like i

to become a member. We have very good

We look forward to seeing old and new

i members for the start of another year.

Enquiries Valerie Palmer 01892

i Frantand the conversion of

i Sussex

i » Mary Alexander

i The conversion of pagan Anglo-Saxon
¢ England to Christianity began after

i St.Augustine’s arrival in Kentin

i 597.Tt could only take place with the

i permission of the local king. There were
i atleast twelve kingdoms, small and

i large. They were gradually absorbed

i by more powerful kings until the early
i 900s when Wessex ruled over them

i all. Sussex was a kingdom which was

i overshadowed by Kent and Wessex

i inthe 600s. When Augustine arrived

i theking of Kent was very powerful,

¢ and also dominated Essex and Surrey.
i Although these areas were converted

i early on, Sussex was not. However, in

i the 660s King Athelwalh of Sussex

i allied with King Wulfhere of Mercia

i whose influence extended from the

Midlands to the Thames and across

When a king allowed missionaries to

work a bishop was appointed, which is

why bishoprics are based on the Anglo-

— 9 —

! wasa sub-kingdom based on Rochester,
i aswell as the main one in Canterbury.

i When Surrey was dominated by Kent

i itwasinthe diocese of London, based
in Essex, because Kent also controlled

i Essex. Later it was transferred to

i Winchester diocese when the kingdom
i of Wessex dominated Surrey. The first

i diocese of Sussex was Selsey which
seems an odd choice. However, Mercia

i and other kingdoms were strongly

i influenced by Irish Christianity which

i liked remote places, such as Iona and

i Lindisfarne. There had been a few Irish
¢ monks in Bosham before Wilfrid came
i to Sussex, but they do not seem to have

had much influence.
The early Christian missionaries

i lived in communities of monks,

i priests and lay-people called minsters.

i The missionaries travelled out from

i their centre preaching, teaching

i and taking services. One of those

i minsters may have been in Rotherfield

i where there seems to have been an

i early church. Frant was part of the

i parish of Rotherfield until it became

i independent. Eridge was part of these

¢ two settlements and so the people of our
i areawere probably served by priests

i based in Rotherfield. There is a story

i that aman called Earl Beorhtwald

i gaveland at Rotherfield, Hastings and

¢ Pevensey to Saint-Denis in Paris in 795.
(He is sometimes called Duke Bertoald,
i from the Latin in the charter but the
Anglo-Saxons did not have dukes.) He

i issaid to have been cured of illness on a
i pilgrimage to the French monastery. In
i thanks he built a church at Rotherfield

i and gave it to Saint-Denis. Sadly, the

i storyisunlikely. Scholars think the

i charter is dubious, and the story sounds
i like a much later one. Monks often

i forged charters to prove ownership

i ofland when the original document

i waslost. I don’t know if Saint-Denis

i ever owned land in Sussex. There are

i two copies of the charter in the French

i national archives, so they may have

i done. The story may have come about

i to explain the unusual dedication of the
¢ church to St. Denis, or perhaps there

i really was alink with the French abbey.

So the coming of Christianity to Frant

i and Eridge was quite complicated. It

i involved the politics of the different

i kingdoms, with influences from Rome,
i via Augustine, and Ireland through

i Mercia, and possibly France.

—Mary Alexander, December 1st 2023
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Foster Carers

East Sussex County Council are keen
to talk to prospective foster carers. The
latest in a number of films promoting
foster carers has been launched on

the County Council’s website, entitled
“Any of Us”, and it makes for a thought-
provoking watch.

Fostering can provide a positive new
way of life for your family. It offers
children and young people a safe and
supportive environment to develop and
thrive. Ifyou have considered becoming
afoster carer, the County Council would
love to hear from you. They offer an
extensive range of training and support.
Change a life and contact them for more
details on 01323 464129 or visit www.
eastsuussex.gov.uk/children-families/
children-in-care.

News from Nus Ghani, MP
Happy new year! Winter is a beautiful
time in Wealden, and I hope that you
have enjoyed the festive season. As we
step into 2024, please allow me to reflect
on some of the successes and work that
has been done to support Wealden
throughout the past year.

Tam incredibly proud to have helped
secure over £2m Government funding
for building safety improvements at
two fantastic Wealden schools, Beacon
Academy in Crowborough and Uplands
Academy in Wadhurst. This is an
amazing result for Wealden and comes
in addition to the £1.3m that Beacon
Academy secured in 2021, and further
support that Hailsham Community
College and St Mary’s School in

Maynard’s Green were awarded last year.

Following the completion of multi-
million-pound step free upgrades at
Eridge station last year, I was delighted
to officially open Crowborough train
station which has undergone similar
improvements as part of a £4.7m
investment from the Department for
Transport’s Access for All scheme,
including the installation of two lifts and
abrand-new footbridge. We've also had
agreat success in Horam, where Phase 1

of the Get Active Pathway was completed

in the autumn, increasing opportunities
for physical activities such as cycling,
scooting, walking and enabling those

with mobility issues to have better access

to exercise locally. This is a fantastic
result for Horam and I'm pleased to have
supported its delivery.

Since the beginning of the war,

i Wealden hasled the way in providing
support to Ukrainian families arriving
i to East Sussex. I continue working

i with volunteer groups in Mayfield and
i Hellingly and 'm immensely grateful for
i thekindness and hospitality of Wealden
i residents involved in local support. But

i Talsoappreciate that some Ukrainian

i families may now wish to move on into

i their own accommodation and I'm

i pleased that Wealden was supported by
i over £418,000 from the Government>s

i £150 million fund to help Ukrainian

i guests find employment and long-term

i suitable independent accommodation. i
i AspartofThe Coronation celebrations
i of Their Majesties King Charles ITI

i and Queen Camillain May, we paid

i tribute to all volunteers across the

i nation, and I would like to take this

i opportunity to once again thank justa
¢ few of the many Wealden groups and

i charities whom I had the pleasure to

i support this year and whose work is

i invaluable to so manylocal residents.

i MAYFACS, who continue to lead

i the support for Ukrainian families

in Wealden; Rotherfield St Martin

¢ charity who support people living with
i dementia; Nutley windmill volunteers
i who carry out a huge amount of

i restoration work; Kinship Carers in

i Hailsham who run a fantastic support
i group; and the Uckfield Volunteer

¢ Centre, who are a great resource
i foradvertising available roles and

coordinating volunteer-led efforts
locally.
Ithasbeen a busy year with lots

i of wonderful news and successes

locally, but there is more to be done
and I will continue to work hard in

i 2024 to campaign for more resources
¢ for Wealden and to ensure that your

concerns are heard in Westminster.
If you need my assistance, please get

¢ intouch via email nusrat.ghani.mp@
i parliament.uk.

Frant School

i Thavejustcome back from hearing

i our choir sing at the Frant Christmas

i Market, which was very atmospheric and
i happy. Well done to the children.

You may be aware that we are hoping

to open a Pre School, on site, towards the
i end of 2024. We held an Open Evening
i for people in the village to come and look

at the plans (pictured below). We are

i hopingto go to planning in the new year
i andstartbuilding as soon as that comes
i through. If you would like to know more,

please do come and speak to me and I

i canshare the plans in more detail.

Please enjoy some of the highlights

! that have taken place and are due to take

place before the end of term.
Another successful annual PTFA
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In November,
We Remember

bonfire and fireworks night. Thank you
to all of those involved in organising it
and to everyone who attended.

We have held Open Days for the
parents of children hoping to join us
in September 2024. Thank you to our
House Captains who showed them
around.

‘We continue to participate in many
sporting events around the County under
the guidance of Mrs Douch. It is lovely to

see children representing their school for

i thefirst time.

As part of our Remembrance learning,
the children made poppies that adorn
our front wall alongside the soldiers.
Thanks go to Deborah Tompsett for
working with all the children.

Glyndebourne — on Wednesday 13
December our year 5 and 6 children
joined other schools in singing at

and some of the orchestra.
Towards the end of term, we

participated in various festive activities
i including the Church Carol Concert, a

¢ Secret Santa afternoon, disco and raffle
i and finally the Lower School Nativity

i playin the Church which was, as always,
i awonderful occasion.

I hope you have enjoyed reading our

| i news. Please do contact the school at any
- | time ifyou have any questions or would
i justliketosay hello. Tam in school every
i dayand will always find time for a chat.

With very best wishes.

—Mers Joanna Challis, Acting Executive
)| | Headteacher

i Eridge Garden Club

i The Eridge Garden Club continues to
i thrive with regular talks and visit to

i gardens.

In March 2023 Jo Arnell gave a talk

» | on“Autumn is the new Summer - how to
¢ keep the colour going and extend the

i season”. The talk was very interesting

i and informative and was attended by

i approximately 40 people.

In May we ran 3 bluebell walks at

! Troutbeck and these were greatly

i enjoyed by those who attended. Also

¢ in May a group of members and guests

i visited Hole Park Gardens at Rolvenden
i Kent. It was alovely summer’s day and
Glyndebourne alongside the Opera Choir
i roses were notyetout.

the gardens were stunning, although the

In August Karen and Andrew Wolfle

__ i kindly opened their delightful garden in
i Groombridge for a plant swap and tea.

| | The garden looked stunning particularly
i the dahlias and was very inspiring. On

i abeautiful summer’s day with delicious

i cake and tea what more could we need?

In November Nikola Fox, an award

i winninglandscape and garden designer
i gave afascinating talk on the art of

i garden design and how art and science

i inspires her work. The talk was attended
i by approximately 50.

The committee has exciting plans for

: nextyear - including a talk on cuttings, a
i visitto Clinton Lodge near Fletching in

i May, Eridge Fairstall, a talk on poisons

i and parasites and a visit to the Prairie

i Gardensin Henfield.

Lesley and Jonathan Lynn are also

opening their garden in April 2024 to
i raise funds for Family Support Work
i (FSW).

Membership costs £5@ year and

i attendance at an event costs £3. Further
i details on our programme of events can

i be obtained from the Chair, Jane Stevens
i atstitchesjane@gmail.com.
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The Arts Society Ashdown
Forest

Thursday 11th January at 2pm at
Crowborough Community Centre, TN6
1FE Lecture: “Danish Modernism: The
Skagen School of Painting” Lecturer:
Caroline Levisse

Located at the northernmost point
of the Jutland peninsula, Skagen is an
attractive spot in the summer, known for
its unusual light. In the late 19th century
this fishermen’s village was home to
an artists’ colony. Reacting against
styles enforced by the Academies and
influenced by French modernism, they
painted en plein air and represented
scenes from ordinary life- fishermen at
work, social gatherings and domestic
scenes. They are especially renowned for
their depictions of the particular light
oflong summer evenings, where their
works often become more romantic and
lyrical.

Caroline Levisse is an art historian
based in London. Born in France, she
studied art history before moving to
Copenhagen for research. She now
lives in London and teaches art history,
publishes articles and lectures for the
Arts Society, specialising in 19th and
early 20th century Western art.

Everyone welcome — members of the
Society free, visitors £7 per lecture.
Refreshments available at the end of the
lecture.

For further information, contact our

Membership Secretary on 01892 861015
i www.tasaf.org.uk

Rat and Sparrow Clubs
» There was one in Frant...

! Picture, ifyou will, children bowling

hoops along Frant High Street,
everlasting sunshine, people drawing
water from the wells, milk delivered by
horse and cart, farmers making hay,

i visits to the baker and cobbler and the
i local pub full of happy country folk

supping their ale. Sounds bucolic, a life-

i styletodream about in today’s frenetic
i society

However life on a farm in the early

! 1900s was very different. It was hard.

There were no fertilisers and no selective
weed killers. But there were huge

i numbers of rats, mice and birds stealing
i the wheat in the barns and the fields.

Rats used to eat around one-third of a
farmer’s total harvest, so it made sense
for a farmer to join a club the purpose

i of which was to destroy the vermin and
i protecthis crop.

In the January 12, 1894 edition of
The Courier, a meeting of the Farmers

i Club was held in The George Hotel,

i Frant. After some discussion the ‘Rat

i and Sparrow Club’in Frant was formed.
i Clubs like this were formed by farmers

¢ countrywide and the purpose was to

i fightagainst the invasions of rats, mice,
i birds and other creatures considered

i vermin in the field consuming vast

quantities of grain. Men would have paid
i ashilling (5p) ayear to be amember of
. | theRatand Sparrow Club.

Rat and Sparrow Clubs provided

i anopportunity to earn extra cash for

¢ farmers who were working long hours

i inthe fields. Men would earn around

i one penny for each rat they caught, and
i asmostvillage men were employed

i on farms they knew how and where to

i catch them easily. This was a time prior
i tothe use of rat poison when rats were

¢ an absolute menace. Even nowadays it

- i isreckoned that there is a rat within ten
i feetofeach of us.

Men caught rats in cages which were

i baited with a piece of meat or fish.

i However rats seemed to go for the scent
i ofakipper that was tied in the cage. Two
i orthreerats would go in and the cage

i was thrown into a horse-pond to drown
i therats. The dead rats were retrieved

i and their tails were cut off. They were

i then taken to the tally-man who may

i havebeen waiting in The George when

i the men returned from working in the

i fields. Therat’s tails were usually piled

i up onatablein front of the tally-man to
¢ be counted. The payment was one old

i penny for each rat tail.

When it comes to sparrows that’s a

i slightly different but macabre story. At
i the turn of the 19th century and until

i WW2 there were very few if any animal
i orbird protection societies. Therefore

i assparrows consumed vast quantities

i ofthe harvest they were considered fair
i gameand caught.

If farmers couldn’t get their quota of

i sparrows farmers boys used to go out at
¢ night with torches put their hands into
i haystacks and hedges, pull the sparrows
i outand pluck their heads off, pop them
i intoatin and throw the other bits away.

The undertaking by club members

was to get 15 - 20 rat tails and 30 - 40
i sparrows heads which roughly equated
i with halfa club membership fee.

Research shows that in 1917 the West

i Farleigh and District Sparrow and Rat

i Club (also referred to colloquially as

i The Loyal Tickle Back or Jack Sparrow
¢ and Mole Club) was in existence. The

i clubmet at The White House, meeting

i onthe first Wednesday of the month,

i from beginning of October to the end of
i March.

Landowners and farmers from East

and West Farleigh, Hunton, Teston
i and Barming were members paying an
i annual sum according to the acreage
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they owned. Five shillings for those with
more than 100 acres and half-a-crown
for fewer acres.

Papers associated with this club state
“Whilst no one wishes to exterminate
the sparrow, it is generally agreed that
any good it might do destroying harmful
insects is greatly outweighed by the
damage done to crops, that reduction in
its numbers is as necessary as in the case
of rats, or of any other destructive pest.”

Many clubs were reformed or
invigorated by the onset of the First
World War because there was a greater
need for home grown food. Without
the use of present day fertilisers and
pesticides, yields were considerably
lower than today and there was a need to

4 harvest as much as possible.

In the Annual report of the club in

i March 1917 the ‘good’ work of the club
i was reported. The farmers and workers
amassed 1192 Sparrows, 657 Rats, 33
¢ Bull finches, 134 Moles, 879 Blackbirds,

1301 Queen Wasps,1854 Butterflies,13

Stoats and 9 Jays. 8 sparrow heads would

have provided the catcher with enough
for a pint of beer!

However the RSPB, in aleaflet also
from 1917, expressed unease at the killing
of birds, and sought to highlight the

benefits of birds to the farmer as a natural i
i livein the High Street. My birthday

i isin March when I will be one. Ilove

i living here and especially saying hello

i to everyone that walks past my house.

i Tamvery clever as I have got to know

i the difference from all the villagers and
i those that visit Frant. I love going for

¢ walks around the fields and especially

! the one around The Stables. Sometimes
i I'run off after the deer or squirrels but

i when I hear the whistle run right back.

i Although my mum and dad are abit

¢ cross with me. My best friend is Rosie

i and we love to chase and wrestle with

i each other. I always get excited when I

i seeher.Talso have a friend called Banjo
i wholives next door but one. When I can
i Isneak out of our my house and run to

i Banjo's where I can creep in and pinch

i hisfood. Naughty but very nice!

form ofinsect pest control. With current
views on the environment and nature
conservation the determined killing of
these wild creatures described as vermin
would be anathema to society today.

Records of when the club ceased do
not exist but it was probably in the 1920
when more modern farming methods
were introduced. However there are
records of land girls, during the second
world war, catching rats!

Information was obtained from Kent
Archeology Society magazine , Autumn
2011. and Bygone Kent Magazine Vol 3
no 2 and Vol 6 no 9. Photos from Rat and

i Sparrow Club Eynsford, Kent with the
i tally-man and tail count.
i _Michael Freestone

e .

—

Parish Pets #10: Brody

Hi everyone, my name is Brody and I

Please say hello to me when you see me

i inmy front garden. Ilove alittle tickle.
| | My favourite treats are green beans and
i carrots which I justlove. I even have
i myown Instagram account so you can
i follow me on Life_ofBrody. I always look
¢ onthebright side of things.
i » Likeyour petfeatured in Parish
i News..? If so, send a description and
i photo to: carmel.kinley@gmail.com

i The “Parish News”is published by the Churchand
distributed free by volunteers. The publisher
acknowledges the support of the Parish Council. Any
views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily
i shared by the Publisher. The “Parish News reserves
the right to edit submissions as it sees fit. Publisher:
Brendan Martin. Editor: Carmel Kinley. Design:

i Jonathan Christie. Advertising: Susan Piccioni.

Printed locally by LR
Online Print Services
01892 752277
info@lr2k.co.uk
www.lr2k.couk
Printed on paper from
managed forests &

e controlled sources.
rint Services  Pleaserecycle afteruse

i Online P
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Parish Diary:
January/February 2024

» Thursday 11 January
Arts Society Ashdown Forest, Danish
Modernism talk. See page 12

» Thursday 18 January

Frant Parish Friendship Group, Exercise

Class. The Stables, Frant. See page 9

» Friday 19 January
Frant Music Concert - Yevgeny Sudbin
Frant Church, 7.30pm. See page 7

» Thursday 25 January

Frant Parish Friendship Group,
Meeting/Talk. The Stables, Frant. See
page9

Regular Meetings

Little Fishes: Baby & Toddler Group
Every Tuesday 9.30—11.30am in The
Stables, Frant. A warm welcome to all.
Encounter (School Years 6-13)

Contact Ed Pascoe for more information:

Sfrantyouth@gmail.com

Coffee Morning at The Stables, Frant
Every Wednesday, 10:30am—12noon.
Come for ahot drink, a cake and a chat.
Festival Church Kids During 5pm
outside service.

Parish News can be downloaded
from: www.frantchurch.org or
www.eridgechurch.org

Advertising enquiries: 750285 or
susan.piccioni@btinternet.com
Contributions for our nextissue
should be sent to the Editor: carmel.
kinley@gmail.com or 01892 750217
Next deadline: 1st February 2024

Useful contacts

Frant
i Frant CofE Primary School

Joanna Challis: 75024:3

Frant and Eridge Church Office

9-12am Mon/Wed/Fri; 01892 752261

office@frantanderidgechurches.org.uk

Frant Church Youth and Kids
Ed Pascoe: frantyouth@gmail.com

Frant Bowls Club

Barry Dean: 661386; barryglenys68@
hotmail.com

Frant Cricket Club

David Pearson: 750789

Frant Garden Club

Dianna Tennant: 752029

Frant Panto & Drama Society

Naomi Berwick; 07599 162222;
frantpanto@gmail.com

St Alban'’s Bell-Ringers

Mary Freestone: 750269

Frant Stables

Julie Pascoe: 07850 0914:28;
juliedanielle@hotmail.co.uk

Frant Parish Friendship Group

Brian Gill: 750266

Frant Memorial Hall

Sharon Warwick: 750185

Eridge
i Eridge Garden Club

Jane Stevens: 01892 852739

Eridge Cricket Club

Luke Forbes: 670073

Eridge Village Hall Hire

www.eridge-village-hall.co.uk

Eridge Choir

Tracy Bryant:
tracy@aldwickcottage.co.uk

! EridgeArts Club
i Mary Helson: mary.helson@gmail.com i
i 7.30pm every 3rd Wednesday of the
i month. Please check the Council’s

i website at www.frant-pc.gov.uk

Bells Yew Green
i Bells Yew Green Chapel

Peter Arrowsmith: 01892 610309

BYG Cricket Club

Andy Brooks: 07876 011782

Bells Yew Green Village Hall

Anna Lee-Davey: 07841 016558;
annan83@yahoo.co.uk

Friends of Bells Yew Green

07944712000

Council contacts

Frant Ward
i William Rutherford:

william.rutherford @frant-pc.gov.uk

Colin Steadman:

colin.steadman@frant-pc.gov.uk
Deborah Park:
deborah.park@frant-pc.gov.uk

Sarah Davies:

sarah.davies@frant-pc.gov.uk

i BYG Ward
i Stuart Crookshank — Chairman:

scrookshank@hotmail.co.uk

Gillian Miles:

gillian.miles@frant-pc.gov.uk

Andrew Macdonald-Brown:andrew.

macdonald-brown@frant-pc.gov.uk

Eridge Ward
i Andrew Best: c/o clerk@frant-pc.gov.uk

Clerk to the Council
i Rosie Barnes: 07903 661581; clerk@

frant-pc.gov.uk; www.frant-pc.gov.uk

Wealden District Councillor
i Sarah Glynn-Ives:

cllr.sarah.glynn-ives@wealden gov.uk

Johanna Howell: 750141

cllrjohanna.howell @wealden.gov.uk

Bob Standley: 783579

cllr.bob.standley@wealden.gov.uk

County Councillor
P J ohanna Howell: 750141

johanna.howell@frant-pc.gov.uk

Bob Standley: 783579

! Parish Council meetings

Full PC meetings are usually held at

MP for Wealden
i Nus Ghani MP:

nusrat.ghani.mp@parliament.uk

i Police Contact Details:

i Toreporta crime or incident dial 101
¢ For other police enquiries contact the
Wealden unit on 01273 404938 or

i www.sussex.police.uk/wealden/

ADVERTISEMENTS

BURSLEM

NEW MEMORIALS
ADDITIONAL
INSCRIPTIONS
RENOVATIONS

& CLEANING

www.burslem.co.uk

Tel: 01892 750120
enquiries@burslem.co.uk

Visit our showroom at:
Stubby Grove Works,

Bells Yew Green Road,
Frant, East Sussex TN3 9BT
BRAMM

BEGHTERED COMPANY

Monday - Friday 9.30am - 4pm

Frant Memorial Hall

A very attractive building in the Arts and Crafts style
in the middle of the village for hire.

Two halls complete with a fully equipped kitchen
makes this an ideal venue for children’s parties
(inflatables available) Anniversary, Weddings, and
family gatherings with an overhead projector
available. Seating for 120 people.

Current classes available include:

Pilates, Yoga, Woodcarving, Lindy Hop, Art,
Gardening Club, Flower club, Tonality, Children's
dance classes, Baby and Toddler clubs, and much
more.

For further information visit our website or get in touch.

www frantvillagehall.co.uk
bookings@frantvillagehall.co.uk

This ic my year to... move houce!

Book a free, no obligation,
market appraisal on 01435 873 999

PROPERTY PROFESSIOMALS FOR OVER 120 YEARS

. Lambert
": & Foster

Profescionally endorced for your peace of mind
(Qrics R

A arla propertymark  naealpropertymark

sussex@lambertandfoster.co.uk www.lambertandfoster.co.uk

FRANT POST OFFICE & STORES

YOUR LOCAL ‘MEGASTORE’ FRIENDLY & CONVENIENT
Post Office « Lottery » Groceries « News & Magazines
Fruit & Veg « Houschold « Off Licence & Tobacco
Sandwiches & Snacks « Craft Supplies « Dry Cleaning
Confectionery « Gifts & Greetings Cards

01892 750229

the BESPOKE CARE company

providing care « enabling independence

Live-in Care

We are an independent, family run
agency specialising in live-in care in
Kent & Sussex.

Live-in care enables our clients to remain
in the security & comfort of their own
homes, with dedicated one-to-one care.

Tunbridge Wells - 01892 518400
www.bespokecarecompany.co.uk
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FULLER'S FARM SHOP

Bunny Lane, Eridge, T

Anna Ribo:

Paul Keineder
Property Maintenance & Renovation
Mobile: 07917 523 979  Email: paulkeineder47@yahoo.co.uk

Consultation * Estimates * Plastering * Painting
Decorating * Carpentry

Pantiles Chambers
85 High Street
Tunbridge Wells
Kent TN1 1XP

T: 01892 752277
M: 07740 611702
E: info@Ir2k.co.uk
W: www.Ir2k.co.uk

Online Print Services
Promote your business, society,
club or event with our one stop

Design and Print Service

Printing, In-house Graphic Design &
Photography for your printed brochure,
newsletters, manuals & trade cards.

* Brochures * Booklets * Stationery
* Posters * Point of sale * Post cards
* Printed boxes * Printed carrier bags

RICHARDS
FENCING

Family run business based between Crowborough
and Tunbridge Wells, offering supply and

installation of all types of fencing and gates.

T: 01892 770186  E: enquiries @richards-fencing.couk  W: richards-fencing.co.uk

Plantin g an d

Gardens _

Garden advice
Garden

restoration

 ENSOR

‘interior design

frant@ensorinteriordesign.co.uk * 01892 750101 « 37 High Street, Frant, TN3 9DT

’; Balan Ce dTM

Local Chartered Accountants and Registered Auditors,
our services for individuals and small/medium sized
businesses include: tax returns, accounts, VAT, payroll,
audit and other tax and accountancy services.

Based at Unit K, The Brewery, Bells Yew Green,
we're ideally situated for clients in Frant, Eridge,
Bells Yew Green and surrounding areas.

Please contact Hazel Wells, FCA for an informal chat
or to arrange a FREE initial meeting.

www.balancedaccounting.co.uk
0330 111 5010
contact@balancedaccounting.co.uk




